Gazette by University of Queensland
University of 
No. 24 
Queensland 
Gazette 
Published each Term by the Publications Committee of the University 
Brisbane, November, 1952 3d. 
Student Selection and Failures in English 
A. K. Thomson, M.A., Senior Lecturer in English 
Rapid University Expansion 
The University population increased from 50,000 before 
the war to 85,000 at the present time, an increase of about 70 
per cent. This rise is accounted for by two factors, one tem- 
porary and the other permanent. The temporary factor .was the 
return to civil life of large numbers of men from the armed 
forces whose university careers had been interrupted or post- 
poned by six years of war. This temporary factor ceased to 
operate, for all practical purposes, by 1949. The permanent 
factor was the deci'sion to double the output of graduates in 
science and technology and simultaneously to expand sub- 
stantially the number of students in the humanities. In May, 
1946, the Committee on Scientific Manpower (the Barlow 
Committee) recommended doubling the number of students 
graduating in Science and Technology concurrently with an 
appropriate increase in the Arts Faculties in order to maintain 
the balance. It was considered that this expansion would take 
a period of ten years: it was accomplished in two. 
The rapid expansion of numbers was made possible by an 
unprecedented expansion of assistance from public funds, and 
the assistance was of two kinds. Very large sums of money 
were given to the Universities for extensions to buildings, for 
the purchase of equipment, and for increases in staff. The 
maintenance grant for 1951.52 was £16,604,113: the building 
grant for the period 1947.52 was £40,000,000 with an additional 
£10,000,000 for sites and equipment. Because of shortages of 
material it was possible to spend only £20,000,000 for buildings. 
The Exchequer is now responsible for over 65 per cent. of 
University income. 
Very large sums were also made available to assist students 
and it was this assistance that made the increase in the university 
population possible. At Oxford and Cambridge, where the 
possibilities of expansion in the Colleges are limited, the in- 
creases are 43 per cent. and 33 per cent. on the 1939 enrolment, 
but the percentage of assisted students has risen during the same 
period from 43.7 to 82.1. Some of the University of London 
Colleges suffered severely during the war, and here the increase 
is 40 per cent. while the percentage of assisted students has risen 
from 36.3 to 63.7. The average increase in the other English 
Universities and University Colleges is 123 per cent. on the 
1939 enrolment and the percentage of assisted students has risen 
from 45.6 to 69.6. 
Universities 
Academic Autonomy 
The Government adheres, no less firmly than the Universi- 
ties themselves, to the fundamental principle of academic 
autonomy, although the proportion of the Universities' total 
income which is derived from the State continues to rise. The 
proportion was 34.3 per cent. in 1935.36, by 1946.47 it was 
52.7 per cent., and for 1951.52 it is in the vicinity of 65 per 
cent. While all parties have adhered to the basic principle that 
the right to grant or withhold belongs to 
the Universities, the Universities are aware that for the first 
time admission to a university carries with it the grant of a large 
sum of public money for the education of the students admitted, 
and that the payment comes from an authority with no respon- 
sibility or power in the matter of admission. The Universities 
are, therefore, scrupulously careful over admissions and aim at a 
system of admission that "will be tolerated, understood if pos- 
sible, and supported by the taxpaying layman." 
In order to underline the sums of money which the State 
makes available to the Universities and the responsibilities 
devolving on the Universities, as autonomous bodies, it may be 
well to give additional figures. In the Estimates for 1951.52 
the Vote for Universities and Colleges, Great Britain, amounted 
to £23,334,625, which is not accounted for in detail to the 
Comptroller and Auditor -General, and of whic.ny balance 
issued but not spent by the end of the finaitial year is not liable 
to be returned to the Exchequer. This is far the largest of 
the grants in aid of services at home of which detailed accounts 
are not available to the Comptroller and Auditor -General: none 
of the others exceed £200,000 and most of them are less than 
£50,000. 
On 21st February this year, the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer announced his proposals for a further five year pro- 
gramme of financial aid to the. Universities. This programme 
amounts to £111,750,000 in recurrent, that is maintenance, 
grant. It includes no figures for non -recurrent, that is building 
and extension, grant, for which the Chancellor stated that pro- 
vision would be -made annually in accordance with general in- 
vestment policy. The increase may be gauged from the fact 
that the total of the grants was £1,800,000 in 1929.30 and 
£2,224,000 in 1939-40. 
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The total income of the Universities 
from endowments rose by 21 per cent. 
between 1938-39 and 1949.50, while do- 
nations and subscriptions were more than 
doubled.. While, however, the total in- 
come from these .sources rose from 
£1,208,376 to £1,630,111, an increase of 
nearly 38 per cent., their proportion to 
total university income, including grant, 
fell from 18 per cent. in 1938-39 to 7.4 
per cent. in 1949-50. 
Numbers and Selection 
It will be apparent from the above that 
it is hardly too much to say that there has 
been little short of a social revolution in 
the Universities. Already it is being 
asked that if the increased university 
populaion is only possible because of in- 
creased assistance of such proportions, 
should not all men and women admitted 
to the Universities be assisted? 
In times past colleges and university 
institutions could absolutely decide upon 
those to whom they would grant ad, 
mission, and could rest reasonably con- 
tent so long as from amongst those who 
offered themselves for admission they 
could find candidates in suitable numbers 
to their liking. In the present state of 
affairs, the question is more complicated. 
The Universities not only admit, they 
dispense social justice. Admittance to a 
university not only carries with it a sub- 
stantial sum of public money, it also con- 
fers great social and professional ad- 
vantages. Sir Philip Morris says: "Those 
who hold the power of admission will be 
obliged sooner or later, and probably 
sooner, to give assurances that not only is 
each institution being fair as between 
candidates coming under its considera- 
tion, but also that all men and women 
seeking admission to universities are 
justly treated by the universities of the 
country as a whole." 
Since secondary education has been and 
K; still being made available to an increas- 
ing number of students, it is hardly 
surprising that the number of students 
matriculating has outrun the physical 
capacity of many of the universities to 
absorb them. Many of the universities, 
therefore, have to select rigorously from 
those matriculating in order to arrive at 
a number with which they can deal. In 
effect, the candidate who has matricu- 
lated is in a position to offer his name for 
selection; it by no means follows that he 
will he selected. Some figures may make 
this clear. In the University of Bristol, 
fairly typical example, the total number 
of applications to all faculties in 1950 was 
six times the number of places available. 
Only one applicant in eight could be 
accepted in the Faculties of Science and 
Medicine; in the Faculties of Arts and 
Engineering the ratio was 1 in 5; and in 
Law 4 out of 5 were accepted. In the 
London Schools of Medicine it would ap- 
pear that there are six applicants for every 
place. At Oxford and Cambridge, as 
might be expected, the competition for 
places is even more severe. 
Selection, of course, implies rejection, 
and it is but natural that where the selec- 
tion ---and rejection-is mos t rigorous, 
there will be criticism. "There are many 
interested parties who feel," says the Dean 
of St. Bartholomew's Hospital Medical 
College, "that they could do the selecting 
a great deal better than those to whose 
lot it now falls. Among my most frequent 
correspondents on the subject are 
Members of Parliament, ministers of re- 
ligion, and school masters." 
The Manner of Selection 
Great attention is being paid to the 
method of selection and to training with- 
in the university. It is widely recognised 
that the maintenance of improvement of 
academic standards is clearly dependent 
on two factors, the quality of the under- 
graduate material reaching the universi- 
ties from the schools and the quality of 
the training provided by the universities 
themselves. 
It is important for us to remember that 
in, England the selection of students takes 
place after matriculation and that the 
fact of matriculation does not automatically 
mean admittance to a university: -Selec- 
tion of the very good and rejection of the 
very bad presents no problem; it is the 
average case that is difficult. Here the 
universities rely on the public external 
examination, the school report, and the 
interview. There has been some use of 
Intelligence Tests, but, on the whole, 
they apparently do not find great favour 
at present. 
The written examination is the main 
means of determining whether a student 
shall be selected or not. There is general 
agreement that it must form an important 
part of any test for selection. "We are 
intellectual institutions and the ablest 
people as tested by the best examination 
system that we have must be given priority 
of admission. Those who are simply no 
good at the examination technique had 
better be warned off before it is too late." 
There is, however, a general aware- 
ness of the weaknesses of the written ex- 
amination. "Any prolonged experience of 
examinations," says Dr. S. H. Piper, 
"makes it very clear that not the candi- 
date alone is being examined, but a com- 
bination of a candidate and his master, 
and the effect a master can have is 
astonishing." 
It has been found that a high place in 
the matriculation examination does not 
necessarily mean a high class of Honours. 
At one university over a period of five 
years the matriculation marks and the 
Honours attained were correlated. It was 
found that one-third of the candidates 
who subsequently obtained a First Class 
showed only third class performance in 
the matriculation. In another university 
where the university itself conducted a 
written examination for entrance the same 
thing was observed. It is not suggested, 
it should be noted, that the ablest students 
as shown by matriculation results fail in 
a university course: what is suggested is 
that matriculation results do not give an 
accurate indication of final results. 
The fundamental weakness of the 
written examination is that it gives no 
indication of character or of such desir- 
able attributes, in some professions, as 
manual dexterity. Here use is made of 
the School Report and the Interview. The 
general opinion seems to be that the school 
report is invaluable when it comes to 
choosing one out of two or more candi- 
dates from the same school. If the choice 
is between candidates from different 
schools, there are obvious disadvantages. 
It is, however, recognised that schools are 
accurate in their placing of their own 
candidates in order of merit: It is also 
recognised that the school report gives 
very valuable information and is an im- 
portant adjunct to the interview. An in- 
terviewer with a school report in front of 
him is in a much better position than an 
interviewer without a report: Mr. A. E. 
Nichols of the Incorporated Association 
of Head Masters says; "We regard the 
school reports as immensely important, 
and we take a great deal of trouble over 
them, so as to supply the information 
which is desired. I do not know whether 
it is realised that it may take *an hour to 
fill up one of the complicated question- 
naires that we are now getting. - 
A selection committee should be able 
to gain information, especially important 
in such professions as Medicine and En- 
gineering, concerning the candidate's 
-general interests, his sense of respon- 
sibility to other people, and information 
about his health and general mental 
stability. A variety of methods have 
been used. The first is the interviewing 
of all candidates by one individual, usually 
the dean of the school. This method en- 
sures continuity and a fixed standard for 
all candidates, but it has the drawback of 
reflecting the_ prejudices of a single 
person. Next there is the interview 
by a group of people, say three. This 
secures continuity, but it is rather inelastic 
in securing variety. Alternatively, the group 
may be composed of different people at 
each session. This may result in the most 
alarming inequality of selection. A com- 
promise can be found in a selection com- 
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mittee in which one member attends 
constantly, in order to correlate the 
selection, and the other members are 
drawn from a large panel. -It has been 
found 
- that head mistresses and head 
masters are valuable members of such a 
panel, and it has also been found that 
senior 
- students are a most valuable 
source of help, 
Have Increased Numbers Meant Lower 
Standards? 
Professor Godfrey Thomson in a 
paper "The Reserve of Intelligence 
Outside the Universities" in 1947 con- 
cluded that while the English University 
population could no doubt be doubled 
without a fall in standard, it is not certain 
that this could be accomplished together 
with an actual rise in standard, The 
University population has been practically 
doubled since 1947 and the University 
Grants Committee during the period 
1949.51 ascertained from the teaching 
staffs of the universities their views as 
to the quality of the students admitted 
from the schools since the war. In the 
faculties of science and technology there 
has been only a small increase in the 
number of outstandingly able people, but 
the really weak students do not find it 
easy to gain admittance. In relation to 
the total number of students, the propor- 
tion of outstanding good and outstand- 
ingly weak students is lower, and that of 
good second class students higher than it 
used to be. The situation in the Arts 
faculties is not greatly different. On the 
whole the number of really first class 
men and women reading Arts subjects 
seems to be slightly smaller than before 
the war, and there is probably a continu- 
ing tendency for a higher proportion of 
the abler students to seek admission to 
the faculties of science and technology. 
The Universities Grants Committee 
states: "The general conclusion which 
we have reached is that no further sub- 
stantial increase in student numbers 
could be expected in the immediate 
future without reducing university 
standards." 
University Failures 
It might be supposed that where the 
competition for places is so severe the 
casualty rate within a university might 
be reduced to zero. This is not so. It 
should also be borne in mind that ex- 
animations in English universities are 
usually conducted by external examiners 
and that, according to Australian 
standards, the proportion of Honours 
students is very high. In some Universi- 
ties only Honours students are admitted. 
Failures during the course are serious 
for two main reasons. The admission of 
an unfit student may mean the rejection 
of a fit student. Where places are scarce, 
it is of the utmost importance that space, 
both physical and mental, should not be 
wasted on the unfit. In the second- plate-, 
every reject means that £200-450 of the 
taxpayers' money has, from -one point of 
view, been wasted. The - effect on the 
candidate himself is also obvious. 
In the Faculty of Science at Bristol, 
cur typical example, some 80 pei- cent. of 
the candidates at the end of their first 
year are allowed to continue with their 
Honours course. Only about 2 --Per cent. 
to 3d per cent, are required to leave the 
university. Of the remainder, some are 
allOwed to repeat the year's work, pos- 
sibly for reasons of health, and some are 
transferred to study for an ordinary 
degree. It would appear that the average 
failure rate for the Universities is 
somewhere in the vicinity of 3 per cent. 
to 4 per cent. 
Rejection at the end of First Year 
Some University teachers apparently 
believe that the best method of improv- 
ing the finished product and of reducing 
the failure rate where it most. matters, 
that is. beyond the first year, is to admit 
freely- and fail freely at the end of the 
first year. This is sometimes referred to: 
as "the slaughter -house method of --selec- 
tion." It has not many adherents now- 
adays, and it is difficult to justify at the 
present time and under present, condi- 
tions. 
The objections to the method are -well 
summed up in the Scottish experience of 
some fifteen years ago, when it was -the 
policy to admit freely students who were 
to be teachers and. to fail freely. In 
Scotland all male teachers are required to 
be graduates. "We were instructed to 
take in too many, and turn them out after 
a certain length of time. We did, and 
we could not stand up to the public 
pressure, the public opinion, the dis- 
appointment, the intense tension amongst 
the students, the visits of all sorts of 
people complaining that we had been 
most unjust in taking them in and giving 
them hopes and then rejecting them." 
University Teaching Methods, 
NO one would deny that good teaching 
methods within a university are im- 
portant and where rejection means, 
among other things, a waste of public 
money, it is not surprising that. there 
should be some scrutiny of university 
teaching methods. 
Much of the teaching within a univer- 
sity is by the lecture and it has been 
suggested that the art of lecturing has 
been subordinated to the demands of re- 
search. As early as 1930 the University 
Grants Committee stated: "We are in- 
clined to agree that in the long run the 
teaching of a university is likely to suffer 
if its junior staff -are -led to think -that in 
the matter of advances of salary or- pro- 
motion to -higher posts, a record .of.stimu-- 
-lating and successful teaching- will count 
for -less than. an impressive. list of pub- 
lished research work." The report for 
1948- is -more cautious. The ability to 
lecture and -the ability to research are, of 
course, not mutually exclusive, but it is 
suggested that stress on quantity of out- 
put may lead, especially in Arts, to a pur' 
suit of sterile novelty, and that, since the 
obligation of research stands in no present 
danger of being overlooked, it may be 
timely to insist on the fact that teaching 
methods in a university are important. 
The 1948 Report also directed atten- 
tion to the 1936 Report which contained 
some account of the lecture system. Even 
handed justice was dealt to the mediocre 
student and to the mediocre lecturer. 
Of the mediocre student it said: "The 
weaker student is apt to assume that the 
lecture courses to which he is directed to 
go will between them cover the whole of 
the ground with which he is concerned: 
and that if only he attends them regu- 
larly, records them accurately, studies 
the record assiduously, and in the day of 
reckoning reproduces it faithfully, he will 
be assured of. a good degree." 
Of the mediocre lecturer it said: 
"Though the lecture can and should have 
an electric. quality which even the best - 
text -book lacks, by no means all lectures 
in fact do. A type of lecture is not un- 
known in which the lecturer reads 
monotonously from a manuscript while 
the class conscientiously writes down 
every word: - 
The Report concludes that "it must be 
confessed that in this country compara- 
tively little attention has been given to 
the form and manner of the lecture. 
Young university teachers might be more 
systematically encouraged to take serious 
thought as to the best manner of present- 
ing a subject." Bruce Truscot, who is a 
doughty champion of research, in his 
book, Red Brick University, drily com- 
mented: "But few who are not born lec- 
turers will find this counsel sufficient. The 
universities who employ them should sec 
to it: that they do more than 'take serious 
thought'." 
The Alternative to the Lecture 
The Universities are not unaware that 
the lecture may sometimes bulk dis- 
proportionately in the whole body of in- 
struction which the student receives; 
neither are they unaware that lectures 
may be, on the whole, too numerous. If 
the student is to be relieved of an over- 
abundance of lectures that he may read 
and think for himself, the University 
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library must be adequate. "To scientists 
and Arts men alike, books are among the 
tools of their trade, and we welcome the 
plans made by many universities for the 
improvement and expansion of their 
library facilities." , 
The lecture system, in its present form, 
is forced on most universities because of 
shortage of staff. It is obvious that most 
universities will have to depend heavily 
on the lecture system because of expense, 
hut it is desirable that the lecture should 
be supplemented by seminars or tutorials. 
The English universities 
" are moving 
steadily in this direction and it is recog- 
nised that smaller classes mean larger 
staffs. The staff -student ratio was 1:10.2 
in 1938-39; it was 1:8.7 in 1951. It 
must he remembered, however, that in 
England, as in Australia, the staff -student 
ratio fluctuates widely from subject to 
subject. 
Why do Students Fail? 
Even if the teaching methods in the 
university and the methods of selection 
for the university could be made perfect, 
it is still likely that some students would 
fail. 
In the University of Aberdeen a care- 
ful statistical investigation of cases of 
low academic performance was carried 
out by Dr. A. H. Macklin, O.B.E., M.C., 
M.D., Medical Officer in charge of Student 
Health. He did not find that lack of in- 
telligence or dispersal of energy in other 
directions were important factors, neither 
did he find that the procedure of selec- 
tion had really been important. So far as 
Aberdeen was concerned, the most im- 
portant factors were: (1) an unsuitable 
way of living, (2) ineffective methods of 
study, (3) emotional disturbance. The 
first two of these factors can be com- 
bined and are frequently the cause of the 
third. In other words an unsuitable way 
of living and ineffective methods of study 
are often the causes of the emotional 
disturbance. By "an unsuitable way of 
living" is meant the lack of sufficient 
exercise, inadequate interests outside the 
student's work, long hours of study ex- 
tending over the week -end, and misuse of 
the vacation. 
In an analysis of 132 cases of psy- 
choneurosis, the stress factors in 65 per 
cent. of the cases were associated with 
the university, and in only 35 per cent. 
of the cases were they associated with 
outside factors. The main factors within 
the university ,were academic and ex- 
amination stress associated with this 
wrong way of living. The reasons why 
a student falls into this dull way of living 
are many. Fear appears to be the main 
one --fear of failure and what it entails, 
such as loss of prestige, parental dis- 
pleasure, and potential loss of grant. 
In an article in The Lancet, 8th De- 
cember, 1951, Dr. Brinton, dealing with 
the selection of medical students, says 
that "the chief cause of failure in the in- 
ternal 1st M.B. degree is the student's 
incapacity of adapting himself to a newer 
and freer educational discipline." He 
considers, and many would agree with 
him, that "what is sorely needed by the 
less intelligent student is a kind of bridge 
to bring him safely across the dangerous 
valley that separates school and univer- 
sity." Dr. Brinton's solution of the prob- 
lem is, however, "a strict policy of dis- 
missal for failure in the first M.B." 
Conclusion 
An article such as this can reach no 
definite conclusions simply because the 
Universities themselves have reached no 
conclusion, but it is clear that they are 
aware of the problems involved, in all 
their aspects, and that they are moving, 
if not towards a total solution, at least a 
partial solution. The Universities are 
conscious that the judicious selection of 
students, with all it involves in the 
changed conditions, whatever labour it 
may cause, is one of the most responsible 
functions which they are called upon to 
undertake in the modern world. The 
University Grants Committee sums up 
the whole situation when it says in its 
195'1 Report: "In the course of our recent 
visits, we found much evidence to show 
that the universities are fully alive to the 
existence of the problem and to its im- 
portance. Various experiments in the 
technique of selection are taking place; 
and if it is true to say that the essential 
problem is not fully solved, it is satisfac- 
tory to know that in the great majority 
of institutions the difficulties inherent in 
the problem are being recognised and 
faced." 
Scholarships for Post -Graduate Study and Research 
Associate -Professor E. 
Since the last issue of the University of 
Queensland Gazette (No. 23, August, 
1952) went to press the following addi- 
tional information has been collected con- 
cerning "Scholarships for Post -Graduate 
Study and Research." The previous and 
the present article provide a reasonably 
comprehensive outline of Scholarships 
and Fellowships available to post- 
graduate students. Full details of the con- 
ditions of any Scholarship may be ob- 
tained on application from the Registrar, 
University of Queensland, George Street, 
Brisbane. 
The British Council -- Travel Grants 
for Promotion of Interchange between 
Universities in the United Kingdom 
and in Commonwealth Countries - 
Conditions of Award for 1952-53. 
A number of grants towards the cost 
of travel will be available for award to 
persons in the following three categories: 
C. D. Ringrose, B.A., B.Sc., B.Ed., Director of External Studies 
Category A: University Teachers or 
Officers on recognised study leave. 
Category B: Distinguished Scholars and 
Scientists invited by universities for short 
visits. Category C: Post -graduate Re- 
search Workers holding research grants. 
The majority of grants will be made to 
persons in Category A and preference will 
be given to university teachers of at least 
five years' standing. University teachers 
who propose to phrsue a programme of 
research leading to a degree must apply 
under Category C which ranks third in 
order of priority. 
The Value of Awards in Categories A 
and C is equal to the average cost of a 
sea passage each way in the tourist class. 
The present rate for a single journey be- 
tween the United Kingdom and Australia 
is fixed at £90. For Scholars in Category 
B the British Council will pay for pas- 
sage.1 by sea or air, depending on circum- 
stances. 
The Conditions of Award vary accord- 
ing to the Category under which the 
application is made. 
Persons who are interested in the above 
"Travel Grants" should seek information 
on the "Conditions of Award for 1953- 
54." 
Carnegie Corporation of New York 
(British Dominions and Colonies 
Fund)-Grants-in-Aid for Travel and 
Study 
The Carnegie Corporation provides a 
limited number of grants-in-aid to uni- 
versity teachers and administrators in the 
British Dominions and Colonies to assist 
in defraying the cost of travel and study 
abroad. Travel may be to the United 
States, Europe, other parts of the Com- 
monwealth or elsewhere. 
The grants are intended primarily to 
enable individuals of proved capacity in 
posts of considerable responsibility to 
November, 1952 5 
confer with colleagues in other countries 
with a view to obtaining first-hand know- 
ledge of developments in their own fields. 
Grants are not available to those whose 
main purpose is to conduct specific re- 
search, to work. for an advanced degree 
or to study at a single institution abroad. 
The Corporation is particularly in- 
terested in assisting scholars who are 
concerned with the more pressing prob- 
lems of human relationships, e.g., in law, 
government, political science, economics, 
sociology, international affairs, history, 
geography, anthropology, psychology and 
in agriculture and education in their 
broader aspects. 
Intending applicants must ensure that 
certain supplementary information is fur- 
nished by the Vice -Chancellor of the uni- 
versity concerned. Applicants from Aus- 
tralia should submit applications at least 
nine months in advance. 
The size of grants to successful ap- 
plicants will vary with the individual 
circumstances. 
The Rockefeller Foundation 
Usually a candidate for a Rockefeller 
Foundation Fellowship is eligible only 
after completion of the doctoral degree 
and several years of experience in a par- 
ticular specialty. In most instances the 
candidate already holds an appointment 
in a university, a research institute or a 
government agency. Fellowships may be 
awarded in certain specific fields: (i) 
Medical Sciences, more especially in 
psychiatry; (ii) National Sciences, with 
an emphasis on experimental biology; 
(iii) Public Health, with special atten- 
tion to general public health activities and 
the study and control of certain diseases; 
(iv) Social Sciences in relation to the un- 
derstanding of important social problems 
and the development of personnel and 
method; (v) Humanities, e.g., history, 
philosophy, language and literature. Fel- 
lowships in sections (i), (iii), (iv) and 
(v) above are available to students from 
Australia. 
Study may be in any country agreed to 
by the Fellow, his sponsor and the 
Foundation, provided that a candidate 
has a speaking knowledge of the language 
of the country concerned. 
Fellowships are not awarded upon 
direct application. Awards are made on 
the recommendation of the governing 
authorities who must be prepared to 
grant the necessary leave of absence and 
to guarantee the candidate on his return 
a post in which he will be able to make 
effective use of the experience of his 
fellowship. One of the prerequisites for 
a fellowship is an interview with a Foun- 
dation Officer. Such Officers visit Aus- 
tralia periodically. 
The Mayo Foundation for Medical 
Education and Research 
Fellowships are available in Basic 
Medical Sciences and in Clinical 
Branches. They are designed for 
graduate work in the medical and surgical 
fields and the opportunities provided are 
mainly in research. The usual fellowship 
extends for a three year period. Graduate 
work at the Mayo Foundation may 
qualify a candidate for an advanced de- 
gree, the Master of Science or Ph.D., from 
the University of Minnesota. These 
degrees are granted in a named clinical 
field. 
The basic emolument amounts to 150 
dollars per month. A Fellow must pro- 
vide his own travelling expenses. 
Further information relating to these 
Fellowships is set out in the 1951 Hand- 
book of the Mayo Foundation for Medical 
Education and Research (University of 
Minnesota Graduate School, Rochester, 
Minnesota) and may be obtained on 
application to the Director of the Mayo 
Foundation. 
Additional information relating to Fellow- 
ships and Scholarships available in the 
United States 
For any grant administered by the In- 
stitute of International Education an Aus- 
tralian student should apply to the Com- 
mittee on Study and Training in the 
United States, American Consulate, 
Sydney, Australia. 
Comprehensive information is also 
contained in a recent pamphlet entitled 
"United States Government - Inter- 
national Exchange Opportunities." 
Persons interested should also consult 
U.N.E.S.C.O. publication entitled Study 
Abroad, Vol. IV., which may be ob- 
tained from H. A. Goddard, Ltd., 255a 
George Street, Sydney. 
Many American universities and col- 
leges directly offer scholarship aid to 
foreign students. In such cases it is 
necessary for the student to write to the 
individual universities for further in- 
formation. 
Fellowship at St. John's College, 
Cambridge 
The Council of St. John's College in- 
vites from time to time a Scholar from 
the Dominions to spend a year in Cam- 
bridge as a Fellow of the College, pur- 
suing his own study and research and 
making contacts with Scholars in Cam- 
bridge. The fellowship entitles the 
holder to a stipend of £300, to rooms in 
College and the other rights and pri- 
vileges of a Fellow of the College. Each 
election is made for one year. Applica- 
tions for this Fellowship must be ad- 
dressed to the Master of St . John's 
College, Cambridge, and submitted to the 
Vice -Chancellor of -the applicant's Uni- 
" versity. This Fellowship is especially 
suitable for Professors or Scholars of 
equivalent position and distinction who 
are desirous of spending their year of 
Study Leave in Cambridge. 
The Royal Society - Rutherford 
Scholarship 
This Scholarship is normally available 
to graduates of a university within the 
British Commonwealth who are under 
26 years of age on a specified date. It 
is awarded for research in any branch of 
the natural sciences, more particularly 
experimental physics. It is tenable for 
three years in some part of the British 
Commonwealth other than that in which 
the applicant graduated. If held in the 
United Kingdom the emolument will be 
not less than £450 per annum. Addi- 
tional allowances may be granted for 
travel, university fees, etc. Applications 
should be made to the Royal Commis- 
sion for the Exhibition of 1851. The 
successful candidate will be required to 
devote his whole time to research. 
Jebb Scholarship - Downing College, 
Cambridge 
This Scholarship is available to any 
British subject who has completed a 
course either in Classics or in Greek and 
Latin together with some other European 
language and literature and is a graduate 
of an Associated Institution in the 
British Commonwealth. Such applicant 
must be nominated by the Head of the 
Associated Institution of which he is a 
graduate. A successful scholar must 
either proceed for honours in a Tripos 
Examination appropriate to his course of 
study or, if of sufficient merit, apply for 
admission as a Research Student who is 
desirous of qualifying for the degree of 
Doctor of Philosophy or Master of 
Letters. The Scholarship is tenable for 
two years and carries an emolument of 
£100 per annum. 
Services Canteen Trust Fund Post- 
graduate Scholarship 
This Scholarship is offered annually to 
an outstanding student whose father or 
mother served in the Australian Forces 
during the 1939.45 war. The fields of 
study embrace any course at an approved 
university throughout the world, Aeronau- 
tics in England and America, Nursing. The 
emolument shall be £A800 per annum and 
shall be available for a period of up to 
three years. The following factors will be 
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taken into account in selecting the success- 
ful applicant: (i) Academic Career; (ii) 
Ability for research work; (iii) Character; 
(iv) The future value to Australia of the 
subject of research selected. Applications 
must be lodged with the General Secretary, 
Services Canteens Trust Fund, Victoria 
Barracks, St. Kilda Road, Melbourne, be- 
fore 1st November each year. 
The Australian National University 
Scholarships 
Scholarships awarded by the Australian 
National University to students enrolled 
in its Research Schools are for an initial 
period of two years and may be renewed for 
a third year. The value of the Scholar- 
ships is i'1575 per annum. Married 
scholars with dependent children may be 
granted an additional allowance. There 
are supplementary Travel Grants to assist 
in defraying fares to and from Canberra. 
Scholars are exempt from payment, of Uni- 
versity tuition fees and, if required to un- 
dertake field work, will receive a grant to- 
wards field expenses. At the present time, 
the scholarship allowances are exempt from 
Australian income taxation. Full details 
of Conditions of Appointment of Scholars 
to the Research Schools of Social Sciences 
and Pacific Studies and to the John Curtin 
School of Medical Research may be ob- 
tained from R. A. Hoh.nen,. Registrar, The 
Australian National University, Canberra, 
A.C.T. 
The Zinc Corporation Scholarship 
Some misconception may have arisen in 
regard to the conditions of the Zinc Cor- 
poration Scholarship which appeared in 
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the last issue of the University Gazette. It 
was not made clear that the Scholarship is 
available to graduates in Science (Geology) 
as well as in. Mining or Metallurgical En- 
gineering and that it entails the carrying 
out of research in some mining, metallur- 
gical or geological subject under the 
direction of the Professor concerned. 
It has not been practicable either in this 
.or the previous article to indicate the date 
on which applications for the various 
Scholarships and Fellowships fall due or to 
provide information as to whether they are 
currently available. These matters may be 
clarified by writing to the Registrar or 
Authority concerned. 
G. R. Cochrane, M.A., Licencie es Leaves, Lecturer in Phonetics 
When in 1949 the University of Queens- 
land established a Lectureship in Phonetics 
within its Department of English and 
Modern Languages, it became the only 
Australian University to have taken this 
step. Specialised work in phonetics is 
indeed uncommon in British and Common- 
wealth Universities, though the University 
of London has a large and very celebrated 
Department of Phonetics, which, under 
Professor Damiel Jones, has done much im- 
portant pioneering work. Continental and 
American Universities on the other hand 
frequently have large Phonetics Depart- 
ments. Some survey of the nature and im- 
portance of phonetics work and of what is 
being done and planned at St. Lucia may 
therefore he of interest here. 
The establishment of specialised phone - 
ties work is a sign of a new attitude to 
iinguistics, it means in fact that linguistics 
officially recognised as a scientific study. 
The dead hand of the past lies -heavy on 
all language -study: even now, after more 
than a century of scientific work in this 
field. most educated men who are not 
language -specialists still have a medieval 
conception of the nature of linguistic 
work, which is conceived of as the learning 
of doctrine, the deciphering of ancient 
tomes, or the imitation of some elegant 
ideal. These pursuits are indeed possible 
applications of linguistic science, but they 
cannot be considered as its chief purpose. 
It is now realised, among linguists at any 
tate, that the study of language is not, or 
should not be, the study of the "ars bene 
dicendi et bene scribendi" which it once 
was, but the study of a human activity, a 
subtle, complex and elusive activity which 
we call language, and which is an essential 
part of the distinctive biological equip- 
ment of the genus horn. Linguistics takes 
its place as a science in the great family of 
biological sciences, its closest relatives there 
being psychology and anthropology or 
sociology - the materials it chiefly studies 
are no longer books and papers (though 
these still have their importance) but the 
unending converse of men which in 
thousands of different languages and from 
the throats of thousands of millions of 
black, white or yellow men, rises "like a 
fountain, night and day" all over the 
world. 
In the organisation of this science 
Phonetics is obviously of basic importance, 
for it is the study of the actual movements 
and sounds which are the observable mani- 
festations of language. No academic 
course in language or languages can be 
regarded as complete unless it involves a 
careful study, both practical and theoretic, 
of phonetics. 
The very nature of language is one of 
the greatest barriers to a successful pene- 
tration of this study, and necessitates par- 
ticular effort on the part of students and 
trained guidance for them: our very famil- 
iarity with speech, the fact that our way 
of talking is, as it were, part of ourselves, 
makes it extremely difficult for most 
people to subject it to analysis and con- 
scious control, and to escape from it suffi- 
ciently to achieve a passable pronunciation 
of a foreign language. Our general educa- 
tion, apart from teaching us facts and for- 
mulae, also teaches the application of 
analytical techniques - that it almost 
completely fails to do this with our speech 
is evidenced by the remarkable fact that 
the vast majority of educated men and 
women have the greatest difficulty in per- 
forming such a simple operation as looking 
up the pronunciation of a word in a dic- 
tionary. 
These are considerations which affect 
the internal organisation of academic 
studies, but in modern society there are 
forces making for closer attention to 
speech, and therefore to phonetic studies. 
The .speaking voice has, in this century, 
encroached massively on what was pre- 
viously the domain of writing. The wire- 
less, the telephone, the talking film and the 
gramophone have brought it about that 
we spend many hours listening where our 
fathers read, and that for both practical 
and dilettante or aesthetic reasons we 
have an interest in human speech which is 
new. Questions of clearness and elegance 
of speech have more reality in these days, 
and quite especially in Australia, where 
our ideas of what is desirable in speech are 
confused and conflicting, and where there 
is no type of speech which is well and 
clearly established as an "educated 
standard." Only recently has the Austra- 
lian Broadcasting Commission moved to 
set up in Sydney an advisory committee 
on pronunciation - a body parallel to 
one which has functioned for very many 
years in association with the British Broad- 
casting Commission. 
Let us now turn to a brief survey of the 
work being done with students at present. 
All students taking subjects within the 
Department of English and Modern 
Languages have their attention drawn, in 
greater or lesser degree, to questions of 
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phonetics. Formal courses in phonetics 
exist for all students of French and Ger- 
man and for those taking English Expres- 
sion. An important part of this latter 
subject - English Expression -- is a 
course on the phonetics of English. These 
students acquire a sound fundamental 
knowledge of phonetic theory and make 
a close study of the pronunciation of 
English both as it is spoken by the 
educated Southern Englishman and in its 
various Australian varieties. Honours 
students of the Department of English and 
Modern Languages are required to apply 
themselves closely to phonetic studies and 
problems over two full years of their 
course, during which time they receive 
training as practising phoneticians and 
perform experimental and research work. 
The University is thus turning out, each 
year, a large number of graduates whose 
courses have given them a good know- 
ledge of the nature of phonetics, a new 
awareness of speech and pronunciation and 
the ability to deal with problems in this 
sphere. The effects of this will most cer- 
tainly be felt throughout the schools of 
this State before very long. 
The work done with students of French 
and German consists, naturally, of train- 
ing in pronunciation of these languages- 
training based on a sound knowledge of 
phonetic theory. 
In addition to this, arrangements have 
been made by which all students of English 
Literature also visit the Phonetics Labora- 
tory, where they make use of the record- 
ing apparatus and where their manner of 
speech is assessed and criticised, though 
their cousre involves no actual study of 
phonetics. 
Mechanical Aids to Teaching 
Phonetics is a field of study in which 
the use of various types of apparatus is 
practically essential. The research - 
worker, of course, needs devices for mea- 
surement and investigation, machines 
which will, so to speak, weigh words and 
sounds (of this more will be said later) -- 
the teacher also needs apparatus to assist 
his students towards the phonetician's 
goal: the ability to analyse and identify 
on the one hand, to control on the other, 
those fleeting and elusive things which we 
call the sounds of speech. 
The apparatus which can be used falls 
into two main categories: there are various 
types of device for recording and repro- 
ducing speech, and there are devices for 
the investigation and analysis of speech. 
The former category includes chiefly the 
phonograph, the various types of recording 
apparatus, and sound 
- film apparatus. 
Sound -film apparatus is not yet represented 
among our equipment, but the two others 
are in constant use. 
The gramophone, playing ordinary 
discs, is of great interest to students of 
speech; any phonetics department should 
possess a collection of recordings of the 
widest interest readily available to 
students for listening and study. Some 
small beginnings of such a collection have 
been made at St. Lucia, but a proper 
development of this part of the estab- 
lishment will call for considerable funds, 
both for the laying in of a good stock 
of recordings and for provision of the 
necessary storage and listening accom- 
modation. 
Recording devices of good quality 
have become available at a moderate 
price only in recent years with the ad- 
vent of magnetic wire and tape recorders. 
These, easy to use and with low main- 
tenance costs, have been an immense boon 
to phoneticians. Recordings of interest 
are readily made and stored to supple- 
ment the collection of disc -recordings, but 
their chief value in teaching lies in the 
readiness with which students can be 
made to hear their own voices re- 
produced. It is a startling experience to 
hear one's voice in this way for the first 
time. The general reaction is to say, or 
want to say: "That is not my voice, I 
don't sound like that at all," so unable 
are we to hear ourselves as others hear 
us. After the first crisis of disbelief and 
revulsion (which latter is curiously 
enough, almost always present), self- 
criticism and conscious control of one's 
own speech are enormously facilitated 
and progress accelerated. The teaching - 
work in phonetics at St. Lucia is largely 
built around the use of the recording - 
machines. All students of subjects 
studied within the Department of English 
and Modern Languages make use of 
these machines, even those taking Eng- 
lish Literature, a subject which includes 
no formal study of phonetics. 
The system of voice -recording, instant 
re -playing and criticism is now in its 
third year of application, and shows every 
indication of being extremely useful and 
valuable to students in all subjects. 
The apparatus serving to analyse 
speech and the movements of vocal 
organs can be of many kinds and of many 
degrees of ,complexity, ranging from 
simple mirrors and probes to complex 
devices, either mechanical or electronic, 
for recording the movements of the vocal 
apparatus or the fluctuations of sound - 
waves. Such apparatus serves for re- 
search chiefly, but its value for demon- 
stration in teaching is also considerable. 
The Phonetics Laboratory is equipped 
with various devices, among which a 
Palmer Phonetic Kymograph is the most 
elaborate. The acquisition of more effec- 
tive apparatus is a pressing consideration. 
Research 
Research in phonetics is a slow and 
laborious task, requiring, like most re- 
search in the biological sciences, the sift- 
ing and sorting of large masses of material. 
There are in hand at present two main 
projects: the one a detailed study of the 
speech of this part of the world, i.e., of 
Southern Queensland, with particular 
reference to its phonemic character, the 
other a study of more general theoretic 
nature, namely an inquiry into vowel - 
length, intonation, and their relations 
with other speech -phenomena. Phonetic 
research in this more basic and theor- 
etical field is still in a state of uncertainty 
-a great deal of work has been done, 
but we are still far from a clear know- 
ledge of what the basic articulatory units 
are or how their measurement, their in- 
strumental investigation, cox -responds 
with perception and recognition in the 
normal speech -activity. There are many 
complex problems involved, whose solu- 
tion requires long and painstaking work 
and the use of varied apparatus and 
techniques. A good deal of material 
has been assembled and the work of 
analysis is proceeding. It is still too 
soon to make positive claims of forth- 
coming results, but the indications are 
that some light may be thrown on cer- 
tain aspects, not only of phonetics, but 
of the syntax of spoken English. 
A further possible direction of research 
is being opened up by the accumulation 
of recordings of the speech of students of 
French and German. Constituting, as 
they do, a permanent record of the pro- 
gress made by each student over the 
duration of his university work, these 
recordings can provide the material for 
some interesting investigations. 
Future Developments and Possibilities 
The immediate need of the Depart- 
ment is for an expansion of its existing 
work: more time and more apparatus will 
enable better attention to be given to 
students and better progress to be made 
in research work. As the collection of 
recordings grows, more space will be 
needed for its storage and more facilities 
for students and lecturers to make use of 
the recordings. The use of the tape - 
recorders for the testing and criticism of 
students' speech is an activity which may 
well arouse interest in other Departments, 
or even in other faculties, as it is often 
felt that there are many university 
students who would benefit from some 
assistance in the matter of speech. The 
use of apparatus, both for teaching and 
for research, is in fact capable of very 
great expansion, and it is hoped that this 
can be achieved before very long. 
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There are thus needs for expansion 
within the existing organisation of 
academe studies, but it seems certain 
that new developments in University 
work will, before very long, increase the 
need for trained phoneticians and for 
facilities for phonetics work. The chief 
of these will be a demand for the teach- 
ing of Asiatic and Pacific languages. It 
is quite obvious that, for a multitude of 
reasons, Australia and the Australians will 
have more and more to do with the 
countries and peoples which are our im- 
mediate ne!ghbours itt the North, and that 
this will accelerate the moves at present be- 
ing made in various academic quarters to- 
wards the study of Oriental Languages. 
it is also evident that students will need 
a more practical knowledge of these 
languages than do our students of French 
and German - in other words, speaking 
and understanding will be of the first im- 
portance, and phonetics will become a 
vital part of language -teaching 
Another important, though more ex - 
elusively academic, stimulus to practical 
linguistic work may well come from the 
development of anthropology in Austra- 
lia and the Pacific lands. The modern 
anthropologist, who studies living cul- 
tures, has a special need for the ability to 
learn, quickly and reliably, the languages 
- almost always unwritten - of the 
tribes and peoples which he is to study. 
This calls for a specialised linguistic train- 
ing. It is a fact that the greatest stimulus 
to development in phonetics and in general 
linguistics has come, in recent years, from 
the needs of anthropology. We may 
reasonably hope for the development of 
vigorous schools of anthropology in this 
country before the lapse of many years. 
Such a development will call for increased 
work in phonetics and linguistics, and will 
enrich and stimulate these studies. 
It would be possible to write at length 
on other fields of activity (such as speech - 
therapy and telephonic communication) 
which can benefit from the development 
of specialised work in phonetics at the 
University, but a brief mention must 
suffice.' It is hoped that enough has been 
said to give a general picture of the 
present work, its usefulness, and its pos- 
sible future expansion. 
he Fryer Memorial Library of Australi n Literature 
F. W. Robinson, M.A., Ph.D., Associate -Professor of English 
The University of Queensland is com- 
paratively young, but its history is by 
no means without inspiration for us. The 
trouble is we do not know our history. 
Here is one story from it. 
When the writer reported for duty in - 
the Department of English in February, 
1923, two things made an immediate im- 
pression. First, he was asked by the Head 
01 the Department to begin the study of 
Australian literature as part of the first 
year course of English; secondly, he was 
greatly impressed by the very real grief 
among staff and students over the recent 
death from the effects of poison gas of 
Lieutenant Denis Fryer of the First A.I.F., 
the week before his Final Honours ex- 
aminations. These two events soon had a 
common result. 
On all the evidence, Queensland was 
the first University in Australia to in- 
clude Australian Literature in its set 
courses. Incidentally also, Professor 
Stable and Mr. A. E. M. Kirwood were 
busy in 1923 collecting publications of Queensland verse and making an An- 
thology from them for the Brisbane Cen- 
tenary celebrations in 1924. Shortly 
afterwards Professor Stable published 
The Bond of Poetry-a school anthology 
in which the verse which was nearest in 
time and place to the pupil came first in 
the book. The principle was: "from the 
present backwards, from Australia out- 
wards." In other words, Australian verse 
was made to take its place in union and 
competition with that of the great tradi- 
tion of English Literatpre. It was a new 
principle, but has been used frequently 
since. 
With the University course the chief 
difficulty was the acquisition of Austra- 
lian books. Departmental library grants 
were mere pittances in those missionary 
'days, and with such a vast field as Eng- 
lish Literature (not to mention all other 
modern literatures) there was little left 
for Australian purchases. Perhaps ten 
pounds had been spent on them in the 
first ten years of the University's exist- 
ence. In 1926, however, the Union of 
students adopted the "Student Benefac- 
tions plan," to encourage the making of 
small as well as large benefactions by 
graduates and undergraduates to their 
Alma Mater. 
The University Dramatic Society was 
inspired by this plan to do something to 
perpetuate the memory of their late Vice - 
President, "Chut" Fryer. Fryer, I had 
found out meanwhile, was not only a man 
of high mental capacity, but he had 
strong qualities of character which in- 
spired affection as well as respect among 
his fellow students. The Dramatic Society 
could only offer £10, but with this sum the 
Fryer Memorial Library of Australian 
Literature was established early in 1927. 
It was to be attached to the Department 
of English, to be a reading and reference 
library only (old books and pamphlets 
are so easily lost if once removed from 
their place, and then they cannot be re- 
placed), and to contain not only all books 
which might be called works of Australian 
Literature, but also "background" books of 
Australia which might inspire or give 
material for creative writing. It was 
moreover to be catalogued and displayed 
in chronological sequences, and classified 
under its own choice of headings, which 
would allow students of all faculties by 
visual inspection to find themselves 
quickly at home among Australian books. 
The initial gift of the Dramatic Society 
was soon supported by other student 
gifts in money or in kind, and by the 
rules anybody who so wishes can make 
gifts to the Fryer memorial in his name 
and memory, or in memory of those on 
the University Roll of Honour. 
The search for books led one far 
afield. Even to -day, try to get together 
in Australia a representative collection of 
Australian literature, and see what suc- 
cess you will have! Grubby second- 
hand shops were ransacked for volumes 
in three capitals. One had to climb a 
20 -foot ladder to find Furphy's book, 
Rigby's Romance, for 2/-; it took three 
years to acquire G. B. Barton's Literature 
in New South Wales (1866), the first at- 
tempt to write a history of Australian 
Literature. A lucky strike was David 
Burn's Plays and Fugitive Pieces (1842) 
-the first publication of drama in Aus- 
tralia. Another was an 1823 copy of 
Mackworth Praed's Cambridge Prize 
poem Justralasia which beat W. C. 
Wentworth's poem in the same competi- 
tion. The Fryer has the latter also, in a 
republication of 1873. We have not got 
the few pages of Barron Field's First 
Fruits of dustralian Poetry published in 
1819, but only the enlarged edition of 
1825. The first, if obtainable, would cost 
about £200. Slowly, and through all 
sorts of channels, quite a fair collection of 
earlier works was got together-only just 
in time, for in the last 25 years these 
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earlier works have almost disappeared 
from the market. There was less success 
with more modern works, chiefly because 
available funds were so small. 
A major change came with the re- 
moval of the Faculty of Arts to St. Lucia 
in 1949. Instead of space in a balcony 
class -room and a lecturer's study, as in 
George Street, the Fryer now had a 
handsome room, 30 feet long, under the 
cloisters of the main St. Lucia building. In 
this, divided into sections by projecting 
bookcases and with a display case in the 
centre bay, the library is conveniently 
housed and may expand for at least some 
years to come. A happy suggestion was 
adopted, that the Arts staff should mark 
the beginning of Univeristy teaching at 
St. Lucia by a gift to the Fryer Library, 
a University foundation having a general 
appeal to all Australian students. More 
than forty pounds was received, and has 
been expended mainly on books on Aus- 
tralian Art. More recently the Faculty 
of Arts allotted to this Library the in- 
terest on its Student Benefaction Faculty 
Fund accumulated during the war years. 
This amount is being spent on filling up 
gaps in Australian poetry and fiction. 
Finally, while student gifts are still most 
desirable and are continuing, the Senate 
has for the last three years made a yearly 
grant to ensure that the purchase of con- 
temporary Australian publications shall 
not be interrupted. 
There are now 2300 books and other 
items in the Fryer Library; 1556 have 
been added at St. Lucia. We have 42 
volumes of plays, from David Burns to 
Douglas Stewart. Books of verse range 
from Praed and Wentworth to Judith 
Wright and David Campbell, and include 
those of quite a number from our own 
students. Fiction is more or less covered 
from Geoffrey Hamlyn to The Ridge and 
the River. Important "background" 
material includes, besides a large number 
of descriptive and personal books, 20 
works on Central Australia and 48 of 
anthropological interest. A particularly 
valuable work of reference is a complete 
set of Pugh's Queensland Almanac - from 
1859 to 1897. This was the set of 
Theophilus Pugh himself, the founder of 
the Almanac. It was presented by his 
descendant, the late J. T. Bale, graduate 
and for some years member of the Uni- 
versity Senate. 
Another unique gift came from Queens- 
landers resident in Canberra. From a 
Sydney graduate they learned of the 
Fryer Library and expressed the wish to 
give to it something of their father's, who 
as a clergyman had been greatly in- 
terested in adolescent education in Bris- 
bane before the University was founded. 
The 'something' was a complete set of 
Art in Australia, 
For "atmosphere" the Fryer has a few 
aboriginal exhibits, received before the 
fine Anthropological Museum of Dr. 
Winterbotham was given to the Univer- 
sity. There are a few stone axes, a nardoo 
seed grinder, a skull from Wessel Islands 
with totemic markings and a garden fer- 
tility figure from Papua. The section of 
a "Leichhardt tree", marked with the 
letter L, has yet to be mounted for dis- 
play. A beginning has also been made 
of a "Rogues gallery" of portraits of 
Australian writers, with something of 
their work in manuscript. Among manu- 
scripts we have letters of James Brunton 
Stephens. Lastly, arrangements are being 
made with the Darnell Art Gallery for 
the display in the Library of paintings of 
Australian landscapes and portraits. 
It will be seen that as a library of Aus- 
tralian literature the Fryer is still small 
and incomplete. Older Universities prob- 
ably have much larger collections. Never- 
theless the Fryer Library has attracted 
very great interest in the south, especially 
among Australian writers and others. 
They are impressed by the evidence it 
gives both of student initiative and of 
the University's genuine interest in Aus- 
tralian Literature. An open postcard 
from the late A. G. Stephens contained 
the words: "I like your viewpoint; it's' 
not too - English". The adjective 
behind the dash was quite Australian. 
The Fryer Library has through the 
years kept the interest of Fryer's student 
generation, and indeed of members of his 
family, who still make their gifts to it. 
But there is room, or rather urgent need, 
for its continuous support by all Univer- 
sity men and women. This applies par- 
ticularly to the filling of gaps in fict:on, 
poetry and complete sets of authors' 
works. Experience has shown that these 
gaps cannot all be filled by purchase from 
second-hand bookshops. Individually the 
books may not be worth much, but 
when placed in an Australian library of 
record and reference, they complete the 
works of, say, Handel Richardson, 
Vance Palmer, William Hay, Mrs. 
Campbell Praed, Tasma, Catherine 
Spence, and acquire a value they do not 
otherwise possess. Of the last four 
names just mentioned the Fryer has only 
three books. Nor has it been able, de- 
spite standing orders with hook shops 
specialising in Australiana, to get Norman 
Lindsay's Saturdee, Eve Langley's Pea - 
pickers, Moore Raymond's Smiley (the 
story of a Queensland boy). We have 
also none of Steele Rudd's famous se- 
quence of Queensland stories, On Our 
Selection. 
The offer of any of these for gift or 
purchase would be most welcome. Nor 
would the _ acquisition of multiple copies 
be unwelcome. In fact they are parti- 
cularly necessary for a new move now con- 
templated - of building up sets of Aus- 
tralian books for purposes of exchange for 
similar sets of other literature in English, 
those of New Zealand, Canada, South 
Africa, America. 
Here is the final point. The Fryer 
Library was the first to be established of 
four important institutions which now 
exist in the University for the study of 
Australian environment and Australian 
cultural life. The other three are the 
Darnell Australian Art Gallery, the 
Darnell Pacific Institute, the Anthropolo- 
gical Museum. The idea of a "House of 
Australia" at St. Lucia to contain all 
these may be only a dream or a far-off 
reality; meantime, however, these instru- 
ments of national culture are already at 
St. Lucia, waiting to be developed and in- 
creasingly to be used by Australian 
students. 
ACADEMIC VACANCIES 
Canberra 
Lecturer in Psychology.-Salary is 
£650-X1050 p.a. (plus cost of living allow- 
ance). Annual increments of £40. 
Further particulars, conditions of ap- 
pointment and the summary form which 
must accompany applications, may be ob- 
tained from the Registrars of Australian 
and New Zealand Universities and Uni- 
versity Colleges. 
Applications close on 8th November, 
1952, with T. M. Owen, Registrar, Can- 
berra University College, Canberra, 
A.C.T. 
Queensland 
Lecturers in Physiology. - Salaries: 
Chief Lecturer XA1250/XA1450; lec- 
turer (Grade I.) with medical qualifica- 
tions-£A1050/£A1250; lecturer (Grade 
(I.) without medical qualifications- 
£A895/£A1020. All plus cost of living 
allowance. Applications by 15th No- 
vember, 1952. 
Professor of Medicine. - Salary : 
£A3000 per annum, plus cost of living 
allowance. Applications by 30th No- 
vember, 1952. 
Senior Lecturer in Civil Engineering.- 
Salary: £A1050/XA1250, plus cost of liv- 
ing allowance. Applications by 15th 
December, 1952. 
Lecturer (Grade I.) in Law.-Salary: 
XA895/XA1020, plus cost of living allow- 
ance. Applications by 15th November, 
1952. 
Technical Assistant in Department of 
Bacteriology. Salary : £695/X895 
(graduate) X695/1:795 (non -graduate), 
plus cost of living allowance. Applica- 
tions by 15th November, 1952. 
10 November, 1952 
Opening of the John 
The John Darnell Art Gallery in the 
University Main Building at St. Lucia 
was officially opened --by his Excellency 
the Governor of Queensland, Sir John 
Laverack, K.B.E., C.B., C.M.G., D.S.O., 
Wednesday, 24th September, 1952. 
The D e p uty Chancellor, 0. S. 
Hirschfeld, Esq., M.Sc., M.B., B.S., 
M.R.A.C.P., presided at the ceremony. 
In extending a cordial welcome to Sir 
John Lavarack, the Deputy Chancellor - 
expressed the appreciation and gratitude 
of the University to his Excellency for 
his recent acceptance of the position of 
Official Visitor to the institution. Dr. 
Hirschfeld paid a tribute to the work of 
the John Darnell Fine Arts Committee in 
supervising the purchase of paintings and 
pieces of sculpture in the collection and 
made eulogistic reference to Dr. Duhig, 
both as a member of the Committee since 
its- inception and as a generous benefactor. 
The University was indeed fortunate in 
being able to house the Gallery in such 
a central position. The Deputy Chancel- 
lor then called upon his Excellency to 
perform the ceremony of declaring the 
John Darnell Art Gallery open. 
His Excellency, in expressing his 
pleasure at being invited to officiate at 
the function, stated that the establish- 
ment of the Art Gallery constituted a wel. 
EMMANUEL COLLEGE 
Emmanuel is coming to the end of 
forty-one years on Wickham Terrace but 
will not be there much longer, as it is 
hoped to begin building the new College 
t St. Lucia before the close of 1953. 
The new Emmanuel is designed as a series 
of separate buildings connected by a 
covered way and arranged round a large 
courtyard taking advantage of the natural 
contours. Sufficient buildings will at 
first he erected to accommodate some 80 
students together with the Principal's 
Lodge and suites for the Vice -Principal 
and resident tutors. Eventually more 
buildings will be added to accommodate 
up to one hundred and fifty residents. 
Some three years ago an Old Colle- 
gians' Association was formed and it is 
good to report that the members are rais- 
ing a very well -worth sum towards the 
building fund. 
sT. JOHN'S COLLEGE 
There have been several matters 
worthy of record during the past twelve 
arnell Art Gallery 
come cultural development both for the 
University and the State of Queensland. 
He paid a gracious tribute to the late Mr. 
John Darnell for his generous bequest 
and made complimentary reference to the 
quality of the Exhibition and the beauty 
of its architectural setting. It was a 
matter for regret that private benefac- 
tions to educational institutions in 
Queensland were so meagre. It was to 
be hoped that other persons would follow 
the example of John Darnell in devoting 
some part of the great wealth of the 
State to the benefit of social, cultural and 
charitable bodies. His Excellency then 
declared the John Darnell Art Gallery 
open. 
The Deputy Chancellor then called 
upon Associate Professor Ringrose, 
Chairman of the John Darnell Fine Arts 
Committee, to propose a vote of thanks 
to his Excellency. 
Professor Ringrose tendered a cordial 
vote of thanks to Sir John Lavarack. His 
Excellency had honoured the University 
by consenting to perform the ceremony 
which constituted an important landmark 
in the history of the institution. It was 
fitting, he said, on such an occasion to re- 
call that Sir William MacGregor, both as 
Governor and Chancellor, had played a 
notable part in the inauguration and early 
College Notes 
months. By the acquisition of a nearby 
cottage an additional ten students can now 
be housed, the total at present in resi- 
dence being sixty. Applications for ad- 
mission in forthcoming years emphasise 
the growing need for much more accom- 
modation, a need for which only the new 
college at St. Lucia will provide. If 
certain suggestions made meet with the 
support deserved we also should be well 
in evidence when the other colleges begin 
to build on the University site. 
After a lapse of years it is pleasing 
once again to possess the Inter -College 
Cup for sporting achievement. On the 
academic side results have been fair to 
good. Including former students 14 men 
graduated; while among men still in resi- 
dence other examination results showed 
a fair sprinkling of Distinctions and 
Credits. If present indications of study 
are any criterion the results at the end of 
this year should be above average. The 
Commonwealth Grant towards tutorial 
and administrative expenses has been 
most useful, and is much appreciated. 
With its assistance we have been able 
development of the University and that 
Sir Matthew Nathan had also rendered 
distinguished service in both these offices. 
The University owed a deep debt of 
gratitude to the Queensland Government 
for the provision of such aesthetic sur- 
roundings and to the Co-ordinator- 
General of Works for the- excellence of 
the workmanship performed under his 
direction. 
Professor Ringrose recorded his deep 
appreciation of the vision and foresight 
of Professor H. C. Richards, first Chair- 
man of the John Darnell Fine Arts Com- 
mittee. 
He voiced the pleasure of the Com- 
mittee on Lady Lavarack being present at 
the ceremony. 
At the conclusion of the ceremony his 
Excellency and Lady Lavarack were en- 
tertained by the Deputy Chancellor and 
members of the Senate at afternoon tea 
in the Board Room. The Vice -Regal 
guests subsequently viewed the Exhibi- 
tion in the company of the Deputy 
Chancellor and members of the Darnell 
Fine Arts Committee. 
The ceremony was attended by some 
one hundred and fifty distinguished 
guests. 
--E.C.D.R. 
considerably to increase the number and 
scope of tutorials given. 
A tribute must be paid to our Vice - 
Warden, the Rev. John Vockler, who, 
after a brilliant scholastic career, leaves 
in February to further his studies over- 
seas. He has been a most efficient and 
loyal colleague, and a force for inestim- 
able good among students and their many 
activities, in. University as well as Colle- 
giate circles. We will miss him greatly, 
and find his place difficult to fill. We 
wish him well. 
KING'S COLLEGE 
The Deputy Master, Rev. I. H. 
Grimmett, M.A., B,D., has been awarded 
a Resident Foreign Student's Fellowship, 
tenable at the Union Theological Semin- 
ary, New York. He is now in America, 
and has commenced a course for the de- 
gree of Master of Sacred Theology. He 
hopes to continue further studies which 
will extend into the second year. 
The architects for the new College 
building, at St. Lucia, have been in- 
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structed to compile information and call 
for tenders for the first section of the 
building to accommodate 65 students. 
The approximate cost will be £150,000. 
Arrangements are in hand for the Founda- 
tion Stone to be laid next February. 
Of historic interest is the fact that the 
site allotted to King's College at St. 
Lucia 'includes the camping ground of 
John Oxley on his first journey up the 
Brisbane River in 1824. The University 
and College authorities are collaborating 
in marking the place by the erection of .a 
cairn or in some other way. 
ST. LEO'S COLLEGE 
Visitors to the College during the 
present session included two members of 
the professorial staffs of American Uni- 
versities. The Rector took them out to 
St. Lucia to view the University buildings 
as well as the sites for the colleges. The 
policy of having guest speakers at dinner 
was continued this year since the students 
find extra -curricular talks stimulate dis- 
cussion and engender interests which 
should be of concern to men pursuing a 
professional career. 
The grant given by the Commonwealth 
Government for the purpose of tutorials 
has enabled the College to secure resident 
tutors on a scale not possible before. Had 
the assistance in financial figures been on 
a par with that accorded by the Australian 
Government to the colleges in the other 
States (there the individual college aver- 
ages over £1000, here it is only £400 odd), 
St. Leo's would have expanded still fur- 
ther its system of resident tutors. 
The steady rise in living costs has 
caused a near crisis in all residential col- 
leges in Australia. The Vice -Warden of 
St. Mark's College within the University 
of Adelaide, a person competent to 
speak on the subject, has said that every 
shilling rise in the basic wage results in 
each student's board for the Academic 
Year costing more. In concrete terms, 
each quarterly rise of 10/- in the last 
year or so has increased outlay for St. 
Leo's by £670 for the three months or by 
the sum of £2010 for nine months. Some 
tax relief for parents has become impera- 
tive. 
The question of intake of students is 
also a problem. In recent years the num- 
ber of applications for admission to Col- 
lege has been far in excess of rooms 
available, This fact highlights once again 
the need for the new College at St. Lucia. 
The influx of Victorian students who 
come to the University of Queensland to 
do Veterinary Science and the steady 
flow of scholarship holders under the 
Colombo plan indicate that residence in 
College will not decline although enrol- 
ment at the University tends to fall be- 
low the figures of the Post -War period. 
Friends of the College will be pleased 
to know that the Vice -Rector (Father 
McMahon) has returned to duty after a 
long spell in hospital that was due to 
serious injuries received in November, 
1950. 
UNION COLLEGE 
This year has seen an increase in 
College numbers to over 60, which 
augurs well for future development. And 
there has been a vigorous development 
in College life in all fields, with some 
outstanding successes both academic and 
sporting. It is hoped that the introduc- 
tion of general discussion evenings on 
fundamental social, political and educa- 
tional problems will develop and maintain 
a mature and liberal outlook. 
However, up to the present no grant 
of land for a Union College site on the 
St. Lucia University area has been made, 
although representations have been made 
over a period of years, originally by the 
Union through the Combined Advisory 
Committee (on behalf of the then Union 
Hostel) and more recently by the Union 
College Council in July, 1951. It is 
to be hoped that the position will be 
clarified at an early date. 
WOMEN'S COLLEGE 
When the Women's College within the 
University of Queensland was founded 
in 1914, it was incorporated, and acquired 
a written Constitution. That Constitu- 
tion, with minor amendments only, 
served it until this year. For as long as 
the most senior member of the Council 
can remember, the re -writing of the Con- 
stitution has been a project of the Council. 
Thanks to Mr. W. B. Campbell, M.A., 
Ll.B., there is now a new Constitution. 
Between 1914 and 1952, there has been 
great development not only in the 
Women's College, but in the Univeristy, 
the State, the Commonwealth and the 
whole world. The new Constitution was 
framed with one eye on this development 
and the other on the tradition that the 
College has built up since 1914. There 
have been borrowings from Colleges in 
other Universities, survivals from the old 
Constitution and some new inventions. To 
fit the new Constitution, there is a new 
set of By -Laws. 
For past students of the College there 
are some points of interest, both in Con- 
stitution and By -Laws. In the first place, 
"Members of the College who are 
graduates of the University" now elect 
five Councillors instead of two, as for- 
merly. A quinquennial election was held 
in which graduate members elected Miss 
M. W. Delpratt, B.Sc., Miss G. D. 
Hughes, B.A., Mrs. E. T. S. Pearce (E. 
J. Ritchie), B.A., B.S.W. (McGill), Mrs. 
K. Price (C. M. Williams), B.Sc., and 
Dr. Doris Wagner (D. J. Swanwick), 
M.B., B.S. A much larger number of 
votes were recorded than previously, but 
the percentage of the electorate voting is 
still disappointingly small. 
In addition to the Councillors elected 
by graduate members, there have been 
other additions to the Council under the 
new constitution, and two changes in ex 
officio membership. Miss H. E. Marks. 
B.Sc., Miss K. M. 'Utley, M.A. (kr- 
merly an ex officio member), and Mr. D. 
S. Prangley have been co-opted. Miss L. 
W. Crooks, B.Sc., Dip. Ed., has replaced 
Miss Lilley as an ex officio member, and 
Mrs. H. G. Andrews has replaced Mrs. 
R. A. Stanley as President of the Stand- 
ing Committee and Councillor ex officio. 
Under the new By -Laws, membership 
of the College is divided into "Members" 
and "Associate Members". Students and 
past students who have not graduated 
but whose names remain on the College 
books are "Associate Members". "Mem- 
bers" who have been in residence as 
undergraduates for six months, and who 
are graduates of the University of 
Queensland, are eligible (as previously) 
to vote in Council elections. 
During the year the Council learned 
with regret of the death of Miss Hunt, 
once Acting Principal of the College. 
There were 44 students in residence in 
1952, a number which necessitated some 
"doubling -up", as accommodation was 
still restricted. The Council is endeav- 
ouring to increase accommodation for 
1953 as provisional enrolments are 
heavy. 
Once again the Council is grateful to 
the Queensland Government for financial 
help, to the Commonwealth Government 
for continuation of its subsidy and to the 
"Walter & Eliza Hall" Trust for a grant 
towards expenses. 
The Women's College Building Ap- 
peal Committee has been in recess but 
some private efforts have been made to 
increase its funds. The Joint Appeal 
continues to function, and regular distri- 
butions have been made. The Women's 
College Students' Club held a Loan Art 
Exhibition in May, and thanks to the 
generosity of Mr. Schurack, owner of the 
Brabazon water-colours exhibited, Mr. 
Wieneke of the Moreton Galleries, and 
the Courier -Mail, raised over £50 for the 
Building Fund. 
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DUCHESNE COLLEGE 
Though the number of students in 
residence has been lower than in preceding 
years this was not the fault of 1952, but 
rather of the 1950.1951 period. The 
combined enrolments of those two years 
have been surpassed by that of 1952, so 
we look forward with confidence to a 
return to the peak years. We feel that 
henceforward we shall more and more 
reap the benefit of the Commonwealth 
Scholarship Scheme which helps so many 
so generously. 
For some years Biblical Literature has 
been offered as a two-year subject in the 
Faculty of Arts. The possibility of ex- 
tending the range of divinity subjects with- 
in the University to include a post- 
graduate course leading to the degree of 
B.D., and also a diploma course for those 
who had not graduated, was first suggested 
to the Senate in a communication from the 
Secretary of a Committee representative of 
the Churches this was in December, 
1947. The Churches concerned were the 
Church of England, Presbyterian, Metho- 
dist, Baptist, and Congregational. The 
Committee was augmented later by repre- 
sentation from the Roman Catholic 
Church, expressing interest in and support 
for the course. The Committee also 
strongly supported the request of the 
Roman Catholic Church that Scholastic 
Philosophy should be offered as a subject 
in the Faculty of Arts. 
The Senate referred the communication 
to the Professorial Board for the necessary 
preliminary investigation and report and 
in 1949 a Committee of the Senate, ap- 
pointed to consider matters relating to 
future expansion in the University, recom- 
mended that a course in Divinity be in- 
stituted in 1950 or 1951. Steps were at 
once taken to prepare a scheme to place 
before the Senate. 
During this year the following recom- 
mendations were made:- 
(1) The post -graduate Degree in 
Divinity (B.D.) should consist of nine 
units, seven to be compulsory-Old Testa- 
ment Language and Literature A and B; 
New Testament Language and Literature 
A and B; Theology A and B; and Church 
History A. The optional subjects were 
divided into two groups and it was recom- 
mended that a candidate be required to 
select one unit from each group: (a) 
Philosophy of Religion; Psychology of Re- 
ligion; Christian Ethics; (b) Church His- 
tory B; Comparative Religion; Liturgics. 
This year we were able for the first 
time to co-operate in the Commonwealth 
Scheme for South -East Asians which 
originated at the Colombo Conference 
last year. Later we hope we may 
have another opportunity of helping in a 
plan that should make for greater under- 
standing and friendliness between us 
and our nearest continental neighbours. 
During the Long Vacation two In- 
donesian students from Southern Univer- 
sities were in residence for a few weeks 
and fitted happily into College life. 
The School of Divinity 
(2) Special regulations governing Hon- 
ours students allowing greater elasticity 
would need to be devised. 
(3) The diploma course would include 
the same subjects as the degree course, 
except that Biblical Literature A and B 
would take the place of Old and New 
Testament Language and Literature. Un- 
matriculated students who have obtained 
the Diploma shall be deemed to have 
qualified for matriculation in the Faculty 
of Arts. 
Before proceeding to the B.D. degree a 
student must comply with the following 
provisions:- 
(a) A pass in Classical Greek at matricu- 
lation standard should be the minimum 
requirement for entrance to the course, but 
candidates are recommended to include in 
their course Greek I or its equivalent; 
(b) New Testament Greek; 
(c) Hebrew. 
For (b) and (c) the University would 
require a statement from the Theological 
College concerned that a candidate has 
passed an examination in these subjects at 
an approved standard. 
The pre -requisites of the diploma course 
shall be:- 
(a) Matriculation; or 
(b) that a candidate shall be a bona -fide 
theological student, or 
(c) a minister of religion. 
For the B.D. (post -graduate) course 
students must attend the University for the 
language subjects at least; the diploma 
course will be offered externally. 
In the view of the Committee both the 
construction and the balance of the course 
make it comparable in quality to any given 
in a modern university. It is an appro- 
priate time to begin such a course now as 
trained lecturers are available. 
Towards the end of 1951 Mrs. Basil 
Muir (Anita McCrossin, B.A.) made his- 
tory by being the first Duchesne graduate 
to take her place on the College Council. 
Three other graduates are at present 
overseas, either doing further studies or 
gaining experience, and another has re- 
cently returned. Two past students 
went to Adelaide at the beginning of the 
Christmas Vacation to do temporary 
mathematical work in connection with 
Woomera. Evidently they are interested 
for they have not yet returned to 
Queensland. 
The School of Divinity will be con- 
trolled by an Advisory Committee of the 
Faculty of Arts. Lectures should begin 
next year. 
Scholastic Philosophy 
During the year also the Senate ap- 
proved of the appointment of Rev. Dr. L. 
R. Durell as part-time Lecturer in 
Scholastic Philosophy. The subject will 
be a two-year course, similar to Biblical 
Literature, and students taking it must 
have passed the examination in Philosophy 
I. previously. It will not, however, be 
admitted as a "treble" with Philosophy I. 
-to get credit for three years Philosophy 
in the B.A. degree course students will 
still be required to take Philosophy I., IL, 
and III. 
Scholastic Philosophy A will include:- 
(1) The History of Scholastic 
Philosophy, its origins and growth, i.e., a 
survey of the principal philosophers and 
philosophical schools and problems from 
Patristic times to the middle of the 
fifteenth century, together with topics 
such as the rise of the universities and the 
development of philosophy therein, the 
translations of Aristotle, and the like. The 
causes of the decadence of Scholasticism 
in the fourteenth century and its revival 
in our own day will be discussed. 
(2) Selected theses in the Thomistic 
Philosophy of Nature will also be con- 
sidered. These will include the Thomistic 
theory of knowledge and the origin of 
ideas; the freedom of the will; the im- 
mortality of the soul; the origin of man, 
etc. 
Scholastic Philosophy B will deal with 
the central theses of Thomistic Meta, 
physics. 
The course in Scholastic Philosophy A 
will begin in 1953. 
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The Social Sciences and the 
I am going to talk to -night about one 
of the most neglected fields of teaching 
and inquiry, at least so far as Australian 
Universities are concerned, namely, the 
social sciences. The last fifty years in 
Europe, Britain, and America have wit- 
nessed a remarkable-indeed, a revolu- 
tionary development from the older 
disciplines to new fields of human and 
social inquiry. Stemming in the main 
from history and philosophy, far-reaching 
advances have occurred in psychology, 
political science, anthropology, and 
sociology. This trend has been paralleled 
also by the remarkable growth and the 
even more remarkable reverence paid to 
economics. 
While this rapid and significant de- 
velopment has occurred elsewhere, there 
has been a comparative neglect of the 
social sciences in Australia, which in- 
cites the comments of observers from 
England and especially from the United 
States where the advance has perhaps 
been most marked. There are, of course, 
understandable reasons for the later start 
in this country and the slower develop- 
ment which has taken place. One might 
point to our relative isolation, our youth, 
our absorption in the task of developing 
and exploiting a continent, the emergence 
because of the environmental conditions 
of a comparatively primitive society in 
things cultural, and finally an addiction to 
the English tradition as manifested prior 
to 1914. Essentially the Australian em- 
phasis has been utilitarian and expendi- 
ture and expansion have been concen- 
trated in the main on those aspects of 
education which seethed most likely to 
yield practical results. In the case of the 
Universities this has meant an increasing 
attention to the technical Faculties. The 
outcome to -day in relation to the social 
sciences is that, broadly speaking, our 
equipment and our facilities are anti- 
quated and too often our outlook is out- 
moded. Though there is exaggeration in 
the remark, it is as though economics had 
stopped with Adam Smith. 
The Position in the Several Australian 
Univers:ties 
What is the position to -day in the 
several Australian Universities? This can 
perhaps best be gauged through the sur- 
veys conducted by the Committee for Re- 
search in the Social Sciences. This body, 
which was not established until 1943, in 
itself a commentary upon the lag in this 
field, was responsible late in 1947 for 
producing an important document called 
Faculty of Arts* 
"The Teaching of the Social Sciences in 
Australian Universities". It was revised 
in 1951 and provides the most up-to-date 
information relating to the Australian 
position. Incidentally for the first time 
one section was written by a member of 
this University. 
I do not propose to weary you by quot- 
ing interminable extracts from this pub- 
lication but I should like to draw attention 
to some of the deficiencies which the in- 
quiry revealed. In the preface to the 1947 
publication John Passmore, now Professor 
of Philosophy in the University of 
Otago, made the following points:- 
Certain of the social sciences are 
scarcely taught at all in Australian 
Universities. Sociology is the out- 
standing case, there being no depart- 
ment in any Australian University. 
(2) Certain of the social sciences are 
adequately taught in only one or two 
Australian Universities; for example, 
anthropology is confined to Sydney. 
Certain combinations of courses are, 
made impossible, or practically im- 
possible, by regulation. 
(4) Only one University has attempted 
to produce an integrated course in 
the social sciences, namely, Sydney. 
The position has, of course, improved 
somewhat since 1947, owing in part to the 
establishment of the Schools of Social 
Science and Pacific Studies at the National 
University, though it must be remembered 
that these schools are essentially for pur- 
poses of post -graduate teaching. There 
have also been minor developments with- 
in the State Universities. For instance, 
Melbourne established two Chairs, one in 
Political Science now held by Miicmahon 
Ball, and the other in Economic History 
held by John La Nauze. Sim:larly, in 
Queensland there has been a forward 
move with the decision to establish and 
develop a department of geography. The 
other Universities could show develop- 
ments of a not dissimilar kind. There 
are, however, signs of a growth in in- 
terest and of preparatory though some- 
what halting steps for further expansion 
into the social sciences by the State Uni- 
versities. The more important develop- 
ments seem at the moment to be taking 
place in psychology and political science 
of government. 
It should be pointed out that the picture 
which I have so far given is in one 
respect somewhat misleading because all 
the Australian Universities have well 
(1) 
(3) 
developed departments of philosophy and 
history which are central to an effective 
teaching of the social sciences, and which 
should provide an effective jumping-off 
ground for the institution of their more 
specialist offspring. 
Corning to the Queensland situation, 
and looking at it both from the point of 
view of the social sciences and also from 
the wider point of view of the liberal as 
opposed to the more technical Faculties, 
the situation seems to me to be this- 
there is an essential unbalance in the 
University. Taking the University as a 
whole, there has of course been a remark, 
able expansion over the last ten years. 
One outcome of this has been that in 
many of the technical departments, and 
perhaps on the technical side of the Uni- 
versity generally, this- University has 
achieved the facilities and standards of 
the older Australian Universities. In 
some cases it has no doubt surpassed 
them. One has only to think, for ex- 
ample, of Engineering with its four 
Chairs, or of the Dental School, or of 
departments like Physics and Chemistry, 
to realise that they have achieved at least 
a comparable standard. Equally im- 
portant to the prestige of this University 
is the degree of recognition accorded to 
this fact beyond Queensland. The same 
could hardly be said of the liberal side of 
the University and the social sciences in 
particular. Though some expansion has 
occurred there has been relative neglect, 
and certainly this side of the University 
does not enjoy a prestige equivalent to 
that possessed by the more professional 
Faculties. 
We cannot delay development in the 
social sciences much longer, nor can we 
neglect a general liberal emphasis in 
education. If we do e:thcr we do so at 
peril to the University as a whole and at 
the cost of neglecting to provide services 
which our society can legitimately de- 
mand from its University. If then it be 
conceded that development must take 
place we are faced w th the question of 
which of two alternative procedures is the 
best. Should we devise completely new 
Faculties or associated departments, for 
example a School of Sociology, or a 
School of Social Sciences, or should wt 
develop within the existing framework of 
the Faculty of Arts? There are, in my 
view, compelling reasons why in the 
Queensland situation the development 
should take place within the Faculty of 
Arts. These may be briefly stated:-- 
- 
* An address delivered to the University Council, 18th September, 1952, by Professor Gordon Greenwood, M.A., Ph.D., Dean of tlid Faculty of Arts. 
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(1) To develop the social sciences on 
any large scale outside the Faculty would 
be in my view to run the danger of killing 
the Faculty. To associate such subjects 
as philosophy, psychology, history, 
politics, economics, and geography, 
primarily with a new social science 
organisation, would be to leave the 
Faculty as a rump serving essentially the 
interests of language and literature. 
(2) The Faculty of Arts is facing diffi- 
cult days and yet it is important to the 
maintenance of a civilised way of life and 
to the preservation of the values of our 
society not only that it survive but that it 
grow in vitality and influence. It is my 
belief that a large part of the answer to 
the problem is to be found in developing 
those subjects which meet the personal 
and social needs of the day. 
(3) Arts has the existing nucleus in 
terms of its traditional subjects on which 
to build. 
The last point, that Arts has the exist, 
nig nucleus, seems to me of the utmost 
import nice and the point may be worth 
developing for a moment. The central 
core of any Arts Faculty is to be found 
in philosophy, history, and literature. 
Two of these, philosophy and history, are 
also the hard core of any group of social 
science" while even literature in one sense 
is to a large extent a social document and 
itc. evidence should not be lost sight of by 
- those who work in the social sciences. The 
two main points that I would stress are 
these --first, that there must be a close 
connection between the newer social 
science disciplines and the older tradi- 
t: (-nal subjects. History needs social an- 
thropology but certainly no more than 
social anthrolopolgy needs history. Sec- 
ondly, there is a tremendous danger in 
d.vorcing subjects like psychology, an- 
thropology, political science, and so on 
from a general cultural training. It is far 
too easy to reach the point in these fields 
where the absorption is with techniques 
rather than with ends, although the 
ma terl'al which is being examined is 
but:ee, beings. Above all, in dealing 
xvith human problems, whether individual 
collective, you need people who are not 
,imply technicians but who are them- 
-,Ives in the widest sense educated and 
civilised persons. 
There are several warnings to hand on 
this matter. Everyone would admit that 
ill the social sciences as in other fields the 
very best American standard is at least 
e,luiv,ileni to that existing anywhere else. 
At the same time most would agree that 
below that level a tremendous amount of 
second-rate, ill -digested .and at times al- 
most harmful work has been produced by 
American social scientists, and not least in 
sociology. I suspect that one at least of 
the reasons is that mentioned a moment 
ago-the absorption with techniques and 
the divorce from a disciplined and cul- 
tural education. It is not, of course, 
necessary to go beyond this country to 
make the same point. Much of the work 
and many of the surveys conducted by 
educationists seem tarred with this brush. 
This University is fortunate in this respect 
because Professor Schonell is a notable 
exception to what I have been saying. 
Professor Partridge has recently re- 
minded us, and the reminder was timely, 
of the words of the noted Australian 
philosopher, Alexander, that thinking is 
also research. Technique is not enough. 
A basic and disciplined training is also re- 
quired and in my view history and 
philosophy are unrivalled in this respect. 
This leads me on to a more general ques- 
tion which relates to Arts, the liberal side 
of the University, and the social sciences. 
It is time, indeed it is over -time, that 
Arts departed from the defensive, dis- 
played a confidence in the things for 
which it stands, and took the initiative. 
As a new University at a developing 
stage, we should be the first to welcome 
a rapid expansion of new and socially re- 
vealing disciplines. We have, indeed, a 
remarkable opportunity to take the 
initiative and play a formative and con- 
structive part in the promotion of teach- 
ing and research in the social sciences in 
Australia. We should also experiment 
with the extension of liberal education to 
students in professional Faculties, since 
few would pretend that all is well with 
a system which goes on producing tech- 
nicians, however competent, who except 
by personal accident are without social 
consciousness or awareness. 
The Faculty of Arts has a number of 
proposals which it is about to make to 
rectify what it believes to be the un- 
balance in the University and to ensure 
that adequate regard is paid to the 
responsibility of the University to make, 
in the words of Clunies Ross, "of the 
ordinary man an educated, enlightened, 
or cultured person, fitted as fully as his 
natural endowments permit to be a good 
member of society." It is also clear that 
moves in this direction can be reinforced 
and stimulated by an expansion of the 
social sciences. 
It may well seem to some of you that 
I am making excessive claims about this 
particular group of subjects and you 
would certainly be justified in asking why 
I attach so much importance to them. 
An effective answer would be a long 
answer, but I may be able to suggest their 
significance in this way. If you as 
graduates were to spend an evening re- 
flecting over the question of what are the 
central problems of our time, I think you 
would come to the conclusion-whether 
it would be a surprising one or not I do 
not know-that almost all are essentially 
related to the kinds of fields of inquiry 
that I have been talking about. The con- 
verse is also largely true. They are the 
sort of problems to which, except in the 
short run, the technical Faculties are less 
likely to provide major contributions. 
Consider for a moment a few of the 
possible problems which might suggest 
themselves to you. 
(I) The problem of the unrestricted 
sovereignty of the nation state which 
Gilbert Murray called "the flaw in the 
Nineteenth Century system of politics": 
a world shrunken by technology, 
economically ever more inter -connected, 
yet politically maintaining national power 
divisions. 
(2) International organisation with its 
obvious relationship to the first point and 
its complex administrative problems. 
(3) The problem in a more collectivist 
age of achieving economic security with- 
out endangering the traditional liberties 
of Western civilisation. 
Or, turning to more specific problems 
which affect us intimately, there is the 
issue of comprehending and living with 
our neighbours to the North; the special 
difficulties confronting the British Com- 
monwealth in an age in which Britain has 
suffered a relative decline of power; and 
the question of understanding Soviet 
motivation and of putting forward in a 
positive way the values of our democratic 
faith. It would be easy to multiply ex- 
amples. Within our own national society 
one could point to migrant assimilation, 
trade union attitudes, and many others. 
If we, as a University, are to make any 
contribution to the understanding or 
solution of such questions we must take 
some positive steps to redress the un- 
balance in our University. It seems to 
me, for a number of reasons, that this is 
the right moment to put -forward pro- 
posals for the development of the social 
sciences. There is the obvious lag in this 
country and in particular in this Univer- 
sity. There is the gathering momentum 
and the importance attached to these 
developments elsewhere. There are the 
signs of a future advance in this country, 
as may be seen by the recently re- 
formed Social Science Research Council, 
the creation of the Political Studies Asso- 
ciation, the developments within the 
National University, and the increasing 
recognition by State Universities that they 
must make some advance. 
There are the demands from within the 
community, and in my view opportunities 
for support from the community. Let us 
therefore build from what we have got, 
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strengthening in particular our central core 
subjects, and move from them to a rapid 
expansion of allied fields in the newer 
social science disciplines. Let us ensure 
that philosophy and history are depart- 
ments of the highest order. Let us build 
a strong department of psychology and 
develop from the good start made in 
geography. Let us expand the work in 
political science and press for the estab- 
lishment of a department of social 
anthropology. 
There is a final point in this connection 
which is not the least important. As is 
well known, new submissions by the 
several Universities will shortly be placed 
before the Commonwealth Government. 
We should take the opportunity of press- 
ing the view that the advance of our 
society is being retarded by the neglect to 
make more adequate provision for teach- 
ing and research in these fields. 
The situation in this University could 
be revolutionised and we could take the 
primary lead in the social sciences in this 
country by expansion along the lines I 
have suggested at a cost of, say, £30,000. 
This is a relatively small annual sum and 
ridiculously small in terms of the benefits 
which would accrue. Let me put it in a 
comparative way-X30,000 would barely 
scratch the surface for the building of say 
a new chemistry laboratory, nor would it 
construct a single bomber. Yet applied 
in this particular field it would do much 
to enhance national security, to create an 
informed understanding of the inter- 
national scene, to promote social welfare, 
and to aid in the solution of the problems 
of the individual in an increasingly com- 
plex society. If these seem rather vague 
and meaningless phrases, they could be 
stated in other and more hardheaded 
terms: (1) The prestige of Queensland 
and its University; (2) overseas recogni- 
tion and the possibility of support from 
major cultural endowments; (3) the pro- 
duction of needed experts for normal and 
crisis conditions whether they be geo- 
graphers, industrial psychologists, social 
welfare workers, administrators, or inter- 
national experts. 
From the point of .research such ex- 
penditure would be more than justified if 
it contributed effectively, to take but a 
single example, to the analysis and presen- 
tation of Australian values and the Aus- 
tralian way of life. Our future may well 
depend upon the measure of support we 
receive from other nations for the 
policies which we practise. Yet the 
presentation of our case is almost wholly 
neglected. 
What I am suggesting essentially is 
this-that this University in planning its 
development and in making its submis- 
sions to governments, whether Common- 
wealth or State, should put forward a 
bold and imaginative scheme for the 
development of the social sciences. It 
should also be a scheme hard grounded 
on factual argument. Were we to say 
that it is the conviction of this University 
that the Australian lag in the social 
sciences should be taken up, that we 
would wish to attempt both constructive 
teaching and the effective analysis of the 
problems of our own nand other societies, 
that we need to discard our hopelessly 
outmoded tools and utilise the more up- 
to-date implements in operation elsewhere, 
then I -believe that we should get a good 
hearing, that we would place this Univer- 
sity in the van of academic progress, and 
that we should make a notable contribu- 
tion to the welfare of the Australian com- 
munity. 
Edmund Burke said on one occasion that 
small minds and a great empire go ill 
together. The remark could be applied 
with at least as great truth to the formu- 
lation of policy in any University. A 
University which is fulfilling its function 
and which is not intellectually bankrupt 
should be constantly seeking to keep 
abreast of developments in knowledge and 
not least in those very human fields where 
individual and social problems are so im- 
portant. Outstanding achievements are 
rarely the outcome of a policy of timidity 
or a policy which does not capture the 
imagination of men's minds. If we show 
such an imaginative grasp in our proposals 
and present a plan of attack which is both 
practical and stimulating we are the more 
likely to gather support from the com- 
munity and governments alike. 
VERSE PRIZES 
The Arts Council of Great Britain is 
offering two prizes of £225 each for: 
(a) A first book of original English 
verse by a living poet published during 
the period January 1st, 1951 June 30th, 
1953; and 
(b) A book of original English verse by 
a living poet published during the same 
period. 
The following conditions will apply:- 
(i) The poet must be a citizen of the 
:British Commonwealth or the Republic of 
Ireland. 
(ii) Verse translations, verse plays, col- 
lected or selected poems previously pub- 
lished, are not eligible. 
(iii) Entries should be submitted by the 
poet himself, or by a publisher or agent 
acting on the poet's behalf, and should 
reach the Arts Council of Great Britain, 4 
St. James's Square, London, S.W.1, not 
later than July 31st, 1953. 
ABORIGINAL MURAL 
This mural, painted by Arthur Murch, 
faces the Arts stairway at St. Lucia. The 
scene depicted is taken from the Molonga 
Group of Corroborees, the performance 
of which occupied five nights or more. 
This group was first observed by Dr. 
Walter E. Roth, who became surgeon to 
the Boulia, Cloncurry, and Normanton 
Hospitals in 1894, and who witnessed the 
corroborees at Boulia in 1896. By that 
time the meaning of the words chanted 
was already unknown to the users, and the 
Molonga had travelled from its probable 
original home in N.W. Queensland, south 
and south-west to Central Queensland. 
Thence it travelled west into the Northern 
Territory; south-west to Lake Eyre; and 
later towards the Bight and was seen by 
Professor Baldwin Spencer about 1904, 
Professor Gregory in 1905 and Professor 
Elkin in 1931. The Molonga thus has a 
particular Queensland interest but also 
significance for the aboriginal culture of 
Australia as a whole. 
The mural depicts the central point on 
the last night of the performance, where- 
in, after repeated singing and dancing, the 
person of Molonga himself appears, amid 
shrieking and shouting of the audience, as 
he rushes at them from the darkness as if 
about to spear them. After he has re- 
peated this performance and disappeared, 
the singing lasts till sunrise when a single. 
performer bearing a symbolic sort of shield 
dances a final dance. 
The meaning of the corroboree is un- 
known, but it is surmised that Molonga is 
the impersonation both of evil and of 
power, the dances represent the attempt 
to propitiate him and to gain the use of 
his power for the service of the tribe. 
-F.W.R. 
AUSTRALIAN JOURNAL OF 
PHYSICS 
Professor H. C. Webster, D.Sc., Ph.D., 
has been invited to join the Editorial 
Committee of the Australian Journal of 
Physics, to be published by the 
C.S.I.R.O. in association with the Aus- 
talian National Research Council and the 
Australian Branch of the Institute of 
Physics. The Journal and a companion 
chemical Journal are designed to replace 
the present Australian Journal of Scien- 
tific Research, Series A. 
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APPOINTMENTS 
Research Professor in Chemistry 
FRANCIS NORMAN LAHEY, D.Sc., 
formerly Senior Lecturer in Chemistry, 
University of Queensland, and Nuffield 
Travelling Fellow. Appointed 1st 
January, 1952. 
Assistant Lecturer in Pathology 
"JOHN JOSEPH SULLIVAN, M.B., 
B.S., formerly Registrar in Pathology at 
the Brisbane General Hospital. Ap- 
pointed 1st January, 1952. 
Lecturer (Grade II) in Zoology 
IAN DAVID HISCOCK, M.Sc., formerly 
Senior Research Scholar and Demonstra- 
tor, University of Adelaide. Appointed 
7th January, 1952. 
Lecturer (Grade II) in Biochemistry 
RON BRUCE JACKSON, M.Sc., formerly 
Scientific Officer, Research Depart- 
ment, Commonwealth Serum Labora- 
tories. Appointed 19th February, 1952. 
Senior Lecturer in Veterinary Parasitology 
JOHN FREDERICK ADRIAN SPRENT, 
Ph.D., B.Sc., M.R.C.V.S., formerly 
Senior Research Fellow, Ontario Re- 
search Foundation, Toronto, Canada, and 
Assistant Professor of Parasitology in 
the University of Toronto. Appointed 
1st March, 1952. 
Lecturer (Grade II) in the Department of. 
Civil Engineering 
PETER HUNT, B. E. Appointed 17th 
March, 1952. 
Lecturer (Grade II.) in Entomology 
THOMAS EMMANUEL 
WOODWARD, M.Sc. (N.Z.), Ph.D. 
(Lond.), D.I.C., F.R.E.S., formerly on 
the entomological staff of the Cawthron 
Institute, Nelson, N.Z., later Lecturer 
in Zoology at the Auckland University 
College. Appointed 23rd May, 1952. 
Lecturer (Grade I.) in Economics 
AUSTIN STEWART HOLMES, B.A. 
(Cantab.) formerly Tutor in Economics 
(St. George's College, W.A.), Graduate 
Assistant in Economics (W.A.), Junior 
Research Fellow (W.A.). Appointed 
18th August, 1952. 
STAFF 
Mr. P. C. Brooks, Lecturer in Indus- 
trial Chemistry, has departed for U.S.A. 
under the terms of a United States 
Educational Exchange Grant (Smith 
Mundt Act) and a United States Govern- 
ment Travel Grant (Fulbright Act). He 
is to engage in post -graduate studies at 
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
for the academic year 1952.3, part of 
which time will be study leave. His re- 
searches will concern chemical technology 
and closely related fields. Mr. Brooks left 
Australia on 21st July. 
Mr. I. D. McNaughtan, Lecturer in 
History, is on leave of absence as from 
July, 1952, until February, 1954. He 
will undertake research in Anglo- 
American relations in the Caribbean area 
during the period of the American Civil 
War. These researches will be carried out 
from September, 1952, to July, 1953, at 
the University of Princeton under a 
scholarship awarded through the State 
Department and Institute of International 
Education, combined with a Fulbright 
travel grant and a Smith -Mundt living 
allowance. From August, 1953, to January, 
1954, Mr. McNaughtan will travel in 
Europe to gain background for those Uni- 
versity lectures that are his special pro- 
vince. 
Mr. K. J. C. Back, B.Sc., Lecturer in 
Bacteriology, who has been awarded a 
Nuffield Foundation Travelling Fellow- 
ship, left at the end of September, propos- 
ing to visit the United Kingdom, to carry 
out research work on the physiology of 
bacteria cells. He will return to Australia 
in 1953. 
"HISTORY IN THE ROUND" 
The Committee for the Advancement 
of Classical Studies in Queensland made 
what it likes to think was a not un- 
important innovation in arranging for the 
delivery of an illustrated lecture on "His- 
tory in the Round" by the Professor of 
Classics. 
Illustrated with lantern slides, the lec- 
ture gave an account of the two forms 
of sculpture in which the ancient Romans 
excelled-portrait-sculpture and relief - 
sculpture. As well as being interesting 
both in themselves and as having set the 
pattern of much of present-day art, these 
also give to our knowledge of life in the 
ancient world what may be described as 
a new dimension. 
The lecture was intended, not only to 
be of interest to pupils of Latin and An- 
cient History at all stages, but also to ap- 
peal to members of the general public, to 
bring the University into closer relation- 
ship with the community, and to make 
better known the importance of Classical 
studies in present-day education. 
The response was most gratifying. It 
was found necessary to give the lecture 
twice-on Friday, July 25th, and Monday, 
July 28th. And on both occasions the 
hall (the Concert Hall of All Hallows' 
Convent, Ann Street, Brisbane) was filled 
to capacity with an audience of between 
400 and 450 people. Since then requests 
have been received for the lecture to be 
repeated on three further occasions to 
other organisations. 
COMMONWEALTH PUBLIC 
SERVICE 
There will be vacancies in the Common- 
wealth Public Service at the end of 1952 
for graduates of Australian Universities, 
probably in all capitals and in Canberra. 
Graduates aiming at an administrative 
career will be appointed to the basic or 
training grade of the clerical and adminis- 
trative division of the Service. Salaries on 
appointment are £770 (males) and £622 
(females) for adults and £620 (males) 
£570. (females) if under twenty-one. Adults 
receive £794 (males) and £646 (females) 
after one year's satisfactory service. 
Applicants must be British subjects and 
under twenty-six years on 1st March, 
1953. Ex -service personnel may exceed 
the age limit. Interviews are conducted in 
each capital city by a committee which in- 
cludes a University- representative. 
Promotion is by efficiency (not seniority) 
to positions such as Assistant Research 
Officer (to £938) Research. Officer Grade 1 
(to £1,082), Research Officer Grade 2 (to 
£1,178). Similar progressions by efficiency 
exist to other positions such as administra- 
tive clerkships. Adult women receive 
£148 less than men. 
Applications close on 31st December, 
1952. 
Commonwealth Departments advertise 
from time to time for graduates in the 
technical faculties. As well as watching for 
advertisements in the classified sections of 
the daily press, interested graduates should 
write to Commonwealth Departments in 
the States and ask about vacancies. 
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